CONFERENCE OF CHIEF JUSTICES OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 
June 22, 2026 – June 23, 2026, Skopje, North Macedonia

Survey of Chief Justices

We need your assistance in preparing the agenda for the upcoming Conference of Chief Justices of Central and Eastern Europe that will be held in Skopje, North Macedonia. It is important that the topics for discussion are relevant and important to you and your judiciary. The information you provide will be used in finalizing the agenda for the Conference.  Please return your survey response as indicated at the end of the survey. 
1. Name, title and country:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What is the best email address or addresses to reach you going forward?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are some of the most critical issues now facing your court and judiciary?  Please list and shortly describe.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Would you be willing to make a presentation on a particular issue or challenge faced by your court, or on any of the issues listed below?  If yes, please provide a brief description of the issue.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Please indicate your interest in the following possible discussion topics for the Conference (max 5 topics):
	Topic
	Very Interested
	Moderately Interested
	Not Interested

	1. Public confidence in the judiciary 
- experiences in Central and Eastern Europe on public confidence in the judiciary and steps courts are taking to address it; possible new strategies for improving public confidence and court communications
	
	
	

	2. Judicial Independence
– appointing ethical, independent judges
–ensuring institutional independence from the other branches of government

	
	
	

	3. Fighting Judicial Corruption 
– effective disciplinary mechanisms, strong codes of ethics, asset disclosure policies, training
	
	
	

	4. Techniques for enhancing access to justice
	
	
	

	5. Domestic reception of law from International European courts
	
	
	

	6. Cross-border transactions, litigation and information sharing
	
	
	

	7. Extraordinary judicial vetting to enhance judicial integrity
	
	
	

	8. Appellate case management to increase appellate court efficiency
	
	
	

	9. Current and coming uses of AI in judicial proceedings and administration
– Use of AI as a tool for reducing trial-court backlogs and delays
	
	
	

	10. Judicial speech on issues of public concern The recent decision of the European Court of Human Rights on the free speech rights of judges, and its likely effect within the countries and courts of Central and Eastern Europe.
	
	
	




6. Are there other topics or subtopics under this questionnaire that you would like the Conference to address now or in the future?  If so, please list them.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please email your responses to the North Macedonian Supreme Court (Biljana.Sekovska@vsrm.mk and Marina.Mileva@vsrm.mk, and the CEELI Institute, Robert.Strang@ceeli.eu and Marcela.Entlichova@ceeli.eu,  no later than Friday, February 20, 2026.)
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